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At the end of XIX° century, thousands of Walloon peasants set sail for the United 
States, taking away their cultures and traditions. What remains of Walloon after a 
hundred and fifty years of American life? Report from the Belgian magazine Medor. 


On the vast plains of North America, endless roads are swept by cohorts of pickups. 
After Chicago the Wisconsin “dairy country” and the city of Green Bay open. 


After the capital, traffic disappears completely, and the suburbs are spread out ona 
strip of land that gradually dips into Lake Michigan: the Porte Peninsula. As we move 
forward, the verdant landscapes of the Upper Midwest take on familiar accents: the 
grain silos and the red brick farmhouses are strangely reminiscent of the Walloon 
Hesbaye. A chapel of Saint-Ghislain rising at the corner of the road confirms our 
arrival in the Walloon Historical District, the Belgian enclave of the United States. 
Welcome to our house. 


Luxembourg, Wisconsin. On the boulevards which crisscross the largest “Walloon” 
agglomeration, nothing lets show the slightest belgitude. In cafes and restaurants, 
however, there are some typical dishes. At Rose’s Family, on red Skai seats, Susie Thiry 
is sipping coffee. Belgian by name, she admits that she no longer knows much about 
the culture of her ancestors. According to her, the only tangible legacy of this culture 
is “Guts [saucisses] and pies ”. “The best in the county can be found at Marchant’s 
Foods”, the supermarket in the village of Brussels, 30 kilometers away. On the shelves 
of said supermarket, between donuts and chips, an outdated sign indicates the “World 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 1/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 
Famous Belgian Pies’. But, victims of their success, the stofé pies [pâtisseries au 
fromage blanc, spécialité de la ville de Wavre] are absent. 


Another essential place for “ethnic food”, the Belgian Delight is located just outside 
Brussels. Inside, a decor loaded with traditional paintings and photos, with a menu 
that is just as much: cabbage sausages, waffles and broths. The two bosses, the 
Vandertie brothers, are absent, but Rose Mae, their 85-year-old mother, taps the card 
in the back of the room. The “couyon”, or “couillon”, Walloon belote, is a sport that has 
endured in the region. 


No One Will Speak Walloon In Ten Years 


The resort of the Couyon League of Luxembourg (United States) is at the Farmhouse 
Bar & Grill. In a dim light, fifties with caps line up the balls (folds) while drinking 
Milwaukee beers; real institution, the couyon tournaments take place twice a week, 
mainly between locals. But if the game [jeu] is named in Walloon, all ignore the 
intrinsic definition of the “couillon”. 
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Rose Mae Vandertie, 85, plays Walloon belote. Colin Delfosse / Médor 


“In Wisconsin, Individuals Are Steeped In This 
Belgian Culture Sometimes Even Without 
Realizing It. The Language Has Practically 
Disappeared, For Lack Of Being Taught In 
Schools, But The Feeling Of Belonging To The 
Community Is Still Very Present “, Explains 
Theresa Alexander (Née Gérondal), 85 Years 
Old And Head Of The Belgian Heritage Center. 
Located In The Desecrated Church Of Notre- 
Dame-De-Neiges Located In Namur (United 
States), The Building Houses A Museum 
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Containing The Archives Of The Community. 
“Walloon Was Transmitted Here Orally, In 
Family And At School, She Remembers. “When 
The US Government Finally Sent English- 
Speaking Teachers In The 1960s, Transmission 
Was Lost, Despite Some Attempts To Preserve 
Walloon. | Still Know About Thirty Belgians Who 
Speak The Language Fluently, All Of My 
Generation. Within Ten Years, They Will All Be 
Gone. ” 


For Theresa, What Still Binds The American 
Walloons Today Are Fairs, Bars And Churches. 
Because, In Wisconsin, Unlike Wallonia, Religion 
Has Remained A Powerful Marker Of 
Socialization. 


“Young People Are No Longer Interested” 
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A livestock farm in the village of Brussels Colin Delfosse / Médor 

On this morning of October 22 in Champion (still in the United States), a ballet of golf 
cars and pick-ups meet in the parish parking lot. The entire Catholic community on 
the peninsula throngs the church bathed in the lights of Indian summer. Today we 
celebrate the 160th anniversary of the apparition of the Virgin Mary in this county. 
Planted between two fields of corn, the sanctuary of Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Secours is 
more like the modest chapel than the cathedral of Lourdes. But Corrie Campbell, the 
site's new communications director, is optimistic: “More and more Americans are 
coming to visit our sanctuary. We are the only place of appearance recognized by the 
Catholic Church in the United States, potentially making it a great center of 
pilgrimage. ” 


For Belgians on the peninsula, this story of appearance has been linked to that of the 
community since always. Adèle Brise, the visionary, was born in Dion-le-Val (Belgium) 
in 1831, and all Belgians participated, directly or indirectly, in the processions through 
the past years. Many see the attempt to “nationalize” the sanctuary as dispossession 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 5/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 
of their heritage. For Margareth, who teaches Walloon in her spare time, the Virgin's 
message was transmitted in Walloon: 


Adèle Brise had a poor command of French and did not speak 
English. The Blessed Virgin must have addressed her in Walloon. ” 


Clifford Abts, 92, a former farmer and one of the last Walloon speakers in the United 
States. Colin Delfosse / Médor 

Clifford Abts, 92, has long attended the Church of Our Lady of Champion: he was an 
altar boy during Marian processions. He and his sister Agatha (86) are part of the last 


circle of those who learned Walloon from their parents. They saw their community 
gradually melt into the American model. 
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“When I got to high school, | didn’t speak a word of English. At recess, we were 
punished as soon as we said a word from Walloon “, says Clifford. Regional languages 
have long been stigmatized in the United States. They were, as with us, assimilated to 
a certain ignorance and a lack of education. The Belgians of Wisconsin have 
progressively prohibited themselves from speaking Walloon. 


“Today we are trying to keep him alive, but the young people are no longer interested", 
asserts Clifford. Clinging to his harmonica, he begins When the Saints Go Marching In, 
an occasional gospel. 


Colin Delfosse 


Read the original article 
& News 


President Trump, Year IV: Change Of 
Campaign 


Andrew Cuomo Confirmed That New 
York Added Another 299 Deaths From 
Coronavirus: “The Number Is Still 
Terrifyingly High” 


Leave A Comment 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 7/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 


Name * 


Email * 


Website 


O Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time | comment. 


Post Comment 


This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed. 


Search 


Search 


Recent Posts 


Three Women Steal Jewelry from Elderly Woman in Retirement Home: 
Shocking Incident 


Unprecedented Air Quality Concerns in New York: Mayor Eric Adams Issues 
Precautionary Measures 


Morning Intimacy: The Key to Reducing Stress and Boosting Well-being? 


De La Cruz Shines in Reds’ Comeback Victory Against Dodgers, Hits Career 
First Home Run 


Behind the Scenes with Montreal Alouettes: A Look at Their Training and 
Administrative Operations 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 8/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 


World Today News 
news 

Time 

Web Hosting 
Cosplay 
Nouvelles 

Les Actualites 
Nachrichten 
Germanic News 
Noticias 

Espanol 

news directory 
Memesita 
Breaking Latest News 
Tele archives 
news list 

net archives 

uk news archyves 
News today 
archy news 

Sport News 

world news 

Viral 

Live Feeds 


Japan news 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 9/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 


China 

Online toys 

Sales 

Rusia News 
Madalina Ghenea 
Fresh Store Online 
America mall 


Book Store Online 


Top Posts & Pages 


& Valeria: who is Bruno Aguilar | Season 3 | Cannibal 
Archyde homeland | Netflix series | FAME 
os La reina del sur 3: explained ending of the Telemundo 
telenovela | FAME 
& Missing 20-year-old Brian Vasquez in Colorado River: 
Archyde Search and Rescue Efforts in Yuma, Arizona 


Roberto Baggio.. the Italian player who died standing 


Father Mourns the Loss of 10-Year-Old Son Who Took His 


& 
Archyde Own Life after Being Bullied in Peekskill, New York 
ie National Assembly Elections 2023 in Kuwait: Results and 


Winners 


> 
S 
A 
Ss 
< 
à 
® 


Love Is in the Air: why it won't have season 3 | Sen Cal 
Kapimi | Turkish soap operas nnda nnit | FAME 


as 


> 
3 
A 
Eg 
< 
à 
g) 


Offshoot of Mulliez Family and BCG in Legal Battle over 


Gs 


> 
5 
A 
Eg 
< 
à 
(g) 


Fees: Inside the Consulting Industry 


as 


> 
p 
A 
Eg 
< 
à 
(g) 


"I'm leaving with pain" 


Monarca will not have season 3: why Netflix canceled the 


as 


Archyde Mexican series | Mexico | TV series nnda nnit | FAME 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 


José Miguel Viñuela announces his departure from Mega: 


10/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM 


World Today Journal 
Worldys News 

Daily Weby 

News USA 

Le derniere heure 

Zeit Heute Nachrichten 
Tiempo antena noticias 
247sports 

American Sports 
dentist Bacau 


Forecast Weather 


GDPR Cookie Policy 


The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 


CCPA - California Consumer Privacy Act 


Cookies Policy 
Disclaimer 


Websites 


Africa Arab Book Arab world Bourse Breaking news business China Coronavirus COVID-19 


Culture ECONOMY entertainment Europe Football France from health International 


investment Latest NEWS Lebanon.. live Malayalam News Manorama Online new News News Agency 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 


11/12 


6/7/23, 9:55 PM The last Walloons of Wisconsin - Archyde 


newspaper Politicalnews politics Russia saudiarabia sport Sports technology trot TV UAE 


Ukraine United States USA Video what World world News 


2023 
Hosted by Byohosting - Most Recommended Web Hosting - for complains, abuse, advertising 
contact: o f f i c e @byohosting.com 


https://www.archyde.com/the-last-walloons-of-wisconsin/ 


12/12 


